How do we adapt our Music Curriculum to meet the needs of our SEND and Disadvantaged pupils?
At Priory, we are committed to ensuring that all children, including those who may be disadvantaged or have additional needs, can flourish in Music. We aim to nurture creativity, self-expression, and a lifelong enjoyment of music through inclusive teaching that enables every child to listen, perform, compose, and appraise with confidence.
To support accessibility and engagement, we use the following approaches:
• Use of digital tools – Pupils use iPads and other digital technologies to record performances, create compositions, and explore sounds, allowing those who find notation or writing challenging to demonstrate musical understanding in alternative ways.
• Visual and auditory scaffolding – Lessons include visual symbols, colour-coded notation, demonstration videos, and repeated listening opportunities to support comprehension, sequencing, and key vocabulary development.
• Adapted instruments and materials – A range of accessible percussion and melodic instruments are available, including those that are lightweight or easy to grip, ensuring full participation for pupils with physical or fine motor difficulties.
• Collaborative music-making – Group and ensemble activities promote teamwork, peer support, and shared creativity, helping pupils to develop confidence and a sense of belonging through performance.
• Personalised support – Staff provide pre-teaching of musical concepts, tailored feedback, and differentiated tasks to ensure that every pupil can engage with rhythm, melody, and composition at their own level.
• Inclusive and diverse curriculum – Our music curriculum celebrates a broad range of genres, cultures, and musicians from around the world, reflecting our diverse community and inspiring all pupils to see themselves in music.
• Celebration of progress – Pupils’ musical journeys are recorded through performance recordings, digital portfolios, and reflective discussions, highlighting individual growth, creativity, and achievement.
Through these inclusive strategies, we aim to ensure that every child develops confidence, creativity, and a deep appreciation of music, both as a personal form of expression and as a shared cultural experience.

