How do we adapt our Science Curriculum to meet the needs of our SEND and Disadvantaged pupils?
At Priory, we are committed to ensuring that all children, including those who may be disadvantaged or have additional needs, can flourish in Science. We aim to foster curiosity, investigation, and a deep understanding of the world through accessible, engaging, and hands-on learning experiences.
To support accessibility and engagement, we use the following approaches:
• Use of digital tools – Pupils use iPads, cameras, and digital microscopes to record observations, take photographs, and present findings, allowing those who find writing challenging to demonstrate scientific understanding in different ways.
• Visual and practical scaffolding – Lessons include diagrams, models, labelled images, and demonstration videos to support comprehension of scientific ideas, vocabulary, and processes.
• Adapted materials and equipment – We provide accessible tools such as large-handled magnifiers, lightweight measuring equipment, and tactile resources to ensure all pupils can participate fully in practical investigations.
• Collaborative enquiry – Pupils work in pairs and groups to plan, carry out, and discuss experiments, promoting peer support, communication, and shared problem-solving.
• Personalised support – Teachers provide pre-teaching of key concepts and scientific language, targeted questioning, and additional adult support to help pupils engage confidently with investigations and discussions.
• Inclusive and diverse curriculum – Our curriculum reflects a broad range of scientists from different backgrounds, genders, and cultures, helping pupils to see themselves as future scientists and innovators.
• Celebration of progress – Pupils’ scientific thinking is recorded through drawings, photographs, videos, and written reflections, celebrating curiosity, progress, and achievement over time.
Through these inclusive strategies, we aim to ensure that every child can develop curiosity, confidence, and a strong foundation of scientific understanding to help them explore and make sense of the world around them.

